
Some Notes on the History of Harlequin House (once known as Ivy Farm and then 

Ivy House), Abbey Street, Ickleton 

 
References DXXX are to documents or copies held in the Ickleton village archive. 

 

The Royal Commission for Historical Monuments (D076) believe Harlequin House dates from the 

17
th

 century.  The earliest evidence we have in the Ickleton Society’s archive is a map of 1795 

showing the house and its farm as owned by John Pytches.  Documents before then point to the 

house and other estates in Ickleton and elsewhere having belonged to John Pytches’ wife Mary 

(nee Westrope – also spelt Westropp and Westrop) at the time of her marriage in 1766.  Much of 

these estates had been inherited from her father John Westrope and uncle Thomas Westrope who 

in turn had inherited from their father John Westrope senior.  In 1880 the Executors of James 

Gosling drew up an Abstract of Title of his properties in Ickleton prior to their sale and this and the 

sale particulars establish that Harlequin House had been the property of Mary Westrope.  Prior to 

that it had possibly been owned by William Swann and occupied by Robert Adams. 

 

For some time the house seems to have been divided into 2 dwellings.   

 

A table of the people we think were the owners and occupiers is at the end of this note. 

 

1699 

The Victoria County History of Cambridgeshire (D122) states that Limburys estate had been 

divided into two farms, freehold and copyhold, and the Westropp family held the copyhold lands 

from 1699. 

 

1717 

In his will (7 March 1715, codicil 15 November 1717, died 16 November 1717 and buried in the 

Ickleton Churchyard) (D995), John Westrope senior divided his various copyhold and freehold 

estates between his four sons John, Martin, Thomas and William.  He left lands in Ickleton to his 

third son Thomas, including a freehold property together with outhouses, yards, gardens, orchards 

etc occupied by Thomas Hanchett and some of his undertenants, after the decease of Sarah, wife 

of Thomas Hanchett who had a life interest therein.  The freehold messuage in Ickleton in which 

he lived, he left to his youngest son William together with its outhouses, malthouses, yards, barns, 

stable etc together with other pieces of land in Ickleton and Hinxton.  He also excepted from 

Thomas’ inheritance a garden plot of some 9.5 poles between the messuage occupied by Thomas 

Hanchett and the east side of John Westrope’s dwelling house in Ickleton.  He stated that it was 

his intention that the land be enjoyed with his dwelling house and used as a drying yard or garden 

as it came up to and adjoined his kitchen door and left it to William.  He also set out bequests of 

money and household goods for his wife and sons, and monies for the Ickleton poor and the Vicar. 

 

Thomas Hanchett had married Sarah Westrop at Newport in 1692 (Boyd’s marriage index) which 

no doubt explains her life interest in the property. 

 

It is possible that the house occupied by Thomas Hanchett and left to Thomas Westrope was 

Harlequin House; John Westrope’s house which was left to William Westrope was Priory House; 

and the garden in between them which was also left to William, now belongs to Priory House. 

 

1745 

In his will (18 September 1744, proved 13November 1745) (D996), John Westrope junior left his 

freehold and copyhold lands in Ickleton, Hinxton, Strethall, Walden and Great Chesterford to his 

daughter Mary and her lawful heirs.  He had already surrendered copyhold lands.  If Mary did not 



have any heirs the lands were then to go to his brother Thomas for his lifetime and then to Amey 

and Mary the daughters of Thomas Dearseley of Audley End.  He also made arrangements for his 

wife Elizabeth, his daughter’s guardianship until she came of age, his household goods, an estate 

at Exning and made various gifts of money. 

 

1746 

In his will (24 February 1745 ,proved 19 July 1746) (D997), Thomas Westrope left his various 

estates to his wife Elizabeth including his freehold and copyhold messuages or tenements, farm 

and lands in Ickleton with their appurtenances that were in the occupation of Samuel Hanchett 

(note, not the same Samuel Hanchett 1754 – 1835 who was a later tenant).  He also left to her his 

leasehold farm in Ickleton called Limburys that was in the occupation of Samuel Hanchett.  On the 

death of his wife, the Ickleton properties were to pass to his niece Mary Westrope. 

 

1747 

Copies of manorial court records in the Ickleton archive show that Mary Westropp inherited 

various copyhold lands in Ickleton on the death of her father, John Westropp in 1747 (D760).   

 

1757 

Copies of manorial Court records show that Mary Westrop (sic) also inherited copyhold lands in 

Ickleton from her uncle Thomas Westrop (D762). 

 

1763 

Manorial court records (D762) state that Mary Westrope came from Saffron Walden. 

 

1766 

The Marriage Settlement of Mary Westrope and John Pytches (D1008) covers, amongst other 

properties and monies, several freehold and copyhold messuages, lands and tenements in Ickleton 

which Mary had inherited from her father John Westrope.  The document details the sizes of the 

various parcels of land in the open fields and in the village, their locations by reference to other 

landholders and the names of the people from whom John Westrope had purchased them and 

their occupiers.  The Settlement also includes a messuage or tenement and appurtenances in West 

Street (ie Abbey Street) of 12 rods or perches in length and 3 rods or perches in breadth together 

with orchard, gardens, yards, barns, stables, houses, edifices, commons and hereditaments, and 

also 11acres 1½roods arable land in the open fields which were formerly the messuage and lands 

of William Swann but then in the occupation of Robert Adams or his assigns.   

 

It is not entirely clear whether the reference to William Swann covers the Abbey Street messuage 

or just the last parcel of land.  The Parish records include entries for a number of William Swans, 

including several who lived in the 17
th

 century from when it is thought the house dates. 

 

The document is long and complex.  Edward Davy of Saffron Walden and Thomas Rout of 

Stowmarket were also party to it and it seems the lands were transferred to them as trustees who 

were bound to support and preserve the estates while John and Mary received the rents and 

profits.  From the date of their marriage, John Pytches and his assigns (ie he could in fact sell the 

lands) had the use of the Ickleton lands during his natural life.  On his decease Mary and her 

assigns had their use followed by their children.  The document refers to a separate settlement by 

John Pytches father in the event of Mary being widowed (a jointure). 

 

A terrier records the 146 acres of freehold and copyhold lands in Ickleton of Mr and Mrs Pytches 

(D675).  It does not appear to contain any information about the house but there are notes about 

the purchases of various parcels of lands by John Westrope, dates and previous owners.  Some 



land that had passed to John Westrop had been bought by William Swann in 1642 from John Trigg.  

An undated terrier of about 10 acres of freehold land in the open fields in Ickleton owned by John 

Westrop (in a 1794 schedule of the Pytches land D689) states that particular land was bought from 

William Swanns deceased.  The terrier shows the freehold land totalled 42 acres and the copyhold 

104 acres.   

 

1769 

Manorial Court records note that, on her marriage, Mary’s husband John Pytches of Gazeley, 

Suffolk had the right to inherit her copyhold lands (D762).   

 

1768-1778 

John and Mary Pytches children were born – Elizabeth (1768), Charlotte (1772), John (1774), 

Thomas (1775) and Maria (1778). 

 

1789 

Court records for the Manor of Priory, Caldrees, Hovells, and Durhams (D739) dated 20 December 

1790 record that a fire broke out on 28 May 1789 in the malting office of the farm belonging to 

John and Mary Pytches.  The fire spread eastwards on both sides of Abbey Street.  It destroyed the 

malting house (a barn was built in its place) and, to the east, two tenements and other buildings 

also belonging to the Pytches which were not rebuilt (probably at the east end of what is now the 

garden of Harlequin House).  Further properties along the south side of Abbey Street to the east 

were destroyed - two cottages and other buildings not rebuilt; a house, stables and outhouses 

replaced with a farmhouse, barns, stables, granary and cowhouses (possibly Howey’s farm); two 

copyhold messuages and tenement which were not rebuilt; part of the Red Lion and all its 

outbuildings (other buildings were erected) and two houses and other buildings replaced by 3 

cottages.  On the north side of Abbey Street going eastwards the fire destroyed a copyhold 

messuage which was not rebuilt; a copyhold cottage which was not rebuilt; a copyhold cottage 

replaced with a cottage and blacksmith’s shop; a messuage since replaced with a cottage; two 

messuages which were rebuilt; a barn and two tenements not rebuilt; part of some outhouses 

since replaced.  The description fits with the fire being at what is now Harlequin House. 

 

The Cambridge Chronicle of 30 May and 6 June 1789 stated that the malting was owned by Mr 

Hanchett however it seems that he was most likely the Pytches tenant (see 1717, 1746, 1810-14 

and 1848 information stating that members of the Hanchett family were tenants).  The newspaper 

also reported that a blind man died, 4 people were injured and 22 families burnt out.  (See page 12 

of the Ickleton Chronicle.) 

 

1790 

The 1790 terrier of the estates of Clare College and John Pytches (D673) states that John Pytches 

lived in Gazeley in Suffolk.   

 

The Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Group’s records held at the London Metropolitan Archives 

includes details of the cover taken out by John Pytches from 15 February 1790 on his property in 

Gazeley, Great Chesterford and in Ickleton (D1000).  The cover for the Ickleton property was: 

 

House, timber and tiled, occupied by Samuel Hanchett £300 

Stable, timber and tiled £80 

Barn, timber and tiled £200 

Cowhouse and granary over, timber and tiled £80 

Barn called Limburys (thatched) £150 

  



1795 

The 1795 map (D666) shows the estates of Clare College and John Pytches.  Harlequin House is on 

the map and shown as owned by John Pytches.  The accompanying terrier (D673) simply notes 

that the house and homestall were owned by John Pytches.  The Pytches freehold  and copyhold 

estate amounted to 168 acres in total.   

 

1798 

On 20 May 1798 John Pytches, the elder son of John and Mary Pytches, married Catherine Ann 

Revett at Alderton in Suffolk. 

 

1803 

John Pytches, then of Alderton in Suffolk, died.  In his will (27 January 1803, codicil 25 October 

1803, proved 19 November 1803) (D1015) he left the estates that had belonged to his wife, to his 

elder son John, subject to his wife’s life interest.  He also left 2 estates in Suffolk and bequests to 

his 3 daughters and younger son Thomas and provided for his wife. 

 

1809 

The Abstract of Title drawn up by the Executors of James Gosling in 1880 (see below) (D1015) 

states that an indenture dated 29 July 1809 was entered into between John Pytches (the son) of 

Groton House, Suffolk and George Elwes by which John Pytches mortgaged his freehold properties 

in Ickleton to George Elwes for £4000 at interest.  He would also surrender his copyhold properties 

to George Elwes.  The transaction was subject to his mother’s life interest in the properties. 

 

1811 

The Abstract of Title (D1015) states that George Elwes made a will dated 1 March 1811 under 

which, on his death, the mortgage was to pass to his brother John Elwes and Abraham Henry 

Chambers as trustees for members of his family and who were to call in the mortgage. 

 

1812 

An 1812 indenture (D1019) gives John Pytches’(the son) address as Groton, Suffolk.  John Pytches 

granted a lease to Samuel Hanchett to put into possession of reversion on the death of Mary 

Pytches a 4 acre close. 

 

1810-1814 

The Inclosure map shows that Mary Pytches (nee Westropp) owned, freehold, Harlequin House, 

the adjacent parcel of land to the east (now part of the garden) and 5 parcels of land to the rear 

(now the recreation ground and part of the ‘Human Field’ owned by Stella Parker) as well as other 

freehold and copyhold land in the parish.  The Victoria County History states that, at inclosure, 

Mary Pytches claimed 175acres in her own right and leased 123 acres from Clare Hall and that 

both estates were farmed by Samuel Hanchett.  The Inclosure map (D045) also shows a Samuel 

Hanchett as holding the Norman Hall estate – Norman Hall and homestead, adjacent cottages and 

various parcels of land in Ickleton.   

 

1814 

The Abstract of Title (D1015) states that Mary Pytches mortgaged her Ickleton property to Samuel 

Hanchett on 8 August 1814 for £424 16s. 

 

  



1821 

By an indenture dated 9 February 1821 (D1012) Mary Pytches (widow, address Holbrook, Suffolk) 

leased a messuage and farm of 100acres in Ickleton to Samuel Hanchett, yeoman of Ickleton for 12 

years.  It seems Samuel Hanchett and his undertenants already occupied the messuage and farm, 

presumably under an earlier lease.  The lease was for a total of some 100 acres and appears to 

include Harlequin House and its farm buildings.  The rent was £155 per annum. 

 

The Abstract of Title (D1015) states that George Elwes died on 2 September 1821 having made a 

codicil to his will on 3 March 1821 by which he revoked part of his will and made his grandson 

Henry Duffield (who was to change his name to Elwes) his heir.   

 

1827 

Mary Pytches died in October 1827.  Manorial records of 1827 (D761) show that no heir came 

forward on the death of Mary Pytches to claim her copyhold lands.   

 

1828 

In her will (March 1815, codicil 3 January 1824, proved 3 June 1828) Mary Pytches (D998) gave her 

estates to her daughters as joint tenants.  Elizabeth predeceased her.   

 

1829 

John Pytches (the son), then living in Surrey, died (buried 4 June 1829).  In his will (dated 14 

February 1829, codicil 30 May 1829, proved 31 March 1830) (D1010) he left his estates in Ickleton 

which were occupied by Samuel Hanchett, to his son John Pytches, known as John Revett (having 

taken his mother’s maiden name), his only son and heir. 

 

1830 

John Revett (formerly Pytches) died before his father’s will was proved.  He had lived in Suffolk but 

was then living in Surrey.  In his will (dated 4 November 1828, codicil 6 October 1829, proved 30 

March 1830) (D1011), he stated that the Ickleton properties were to be disposed of within 12 

months of his decease and the proceeds shared between his mother Catherine Anne Pytches, his 

son John Revett, his wife Eleanor Revett and a Miss Maclagen of Surrey.  However, this did not 

happen presumably because of a lengthy court case concerning the mortgage due to George Elwes 

which was ongoing (see below). 

 

1832 

Samuel Hanchett is among the Ickleton electors in the 1832 Poll Book for Cambridgeshire (D1020). 

 

1835 

The Hanchett family gave up their tenancy – see information from 1848 below.  Samuel Hanchett 

died and was buried in the Churchyard in Ickleton in February 1835 (D042).  The death notice in 

the press described him as a farmer, maltster and miller (as noted previously, the Inclosure map 

shows him as holding Norman Hall, freehold and copyhold and the land to the river where the mill 

was subsequently built) as well as Brookhampton Hall and other land.  Rowling, Son and Royce 

held a sale of mainly live farm stock on 14 April 1835 on behalf of his Executors.  The sale was 

advertised in the Cambridge Chronicle (D999).  There was a further sale on 6 and 7 October 1835, 

mainly of farm equipment and the contents of his house.  The sale books (D1013 and D1014) 

detail each item sold, the purchaser and price, and even give the names of horses.  Some of the 

contents are listed by building or room – granary, brewhouse, cellar, back kitchen, kitchen, 

housekeeper’s room, servant’s room, front bedroom, keeping room, parlour.  Members of the 

family continued to live at Brookhampton Hall but we cannot be certain from the evidence noted 

above whether Samuel Hanchett actually lived in Harlequin House or Norman Hall or elsewhere. 



 

1841 

The census (D033) did not give any house names and in 1841 and 1851 it is not even clear if the 

enumerator grouped houses in the same street together.  However, it possible that the occupiers 

were Isaac Marking (50), farmer, Mary Marking (45), their children Hannah (20), Robert (14), John 

(9), Henry (6).  Isaac Marking was granted a lease of the property in 1849 (see below) and he may 

have occupied the property before then. 

 

1848 

The Cambridge Chronicle of 25 March 1848 (D999) reported a court case of Elwes v Hanchett 

concerning 5 acres of land in Ickleton.  It reported that in 1766 a Mr Pitches (sic) had married a 

Miss Westontrope (sic) and a great deal of land belonging to the lady settled on Mr Pitches with 

the reversion on Mr Elwes.  The land had been held by the Hanchett family as tenants from 1766 

to 1835 when they gave up their tenancy.  During that time boundaries had become confused and 

in 1835 the Hanchetts kept the 5 acres but it was said that it had been part of the 1766 Deed of 

Settlement and so now belonged to Mr Elwes.  In 1809 (see above) a mortgage of the whole 

property had been made to Mr Elwes’ grandfather so it could not be sold without the signature of 

Mr Elwes’ grandfather.  The Hanchett family had purchased the property in 1812 for £225.  The 

jury decided that the 5 acres had been included in the 1766 settlement and had not been sold 

prior to the mortgage and so found for Mr Elwes. 

 

1848 - 1849 

The Abstract of Title (D1015) records that, by an indenture dated 4 December 1849, the freehold 

and copyhold estate was leased to Isaac Marking for 13 years from 29 September 1848 at an 

annual rent of £135. 

 

1849 - 1850 

The Abstract of Title (D1015) records that, after a long running court case in the Court of Chancery 

concerning the mortgages, it was held that the trustees should redeem the mortgage made by 

Mary Pytches to Samuel Hanchett and transfer to themselves the principal and interest due to 

Samuel Hanchett.  The freehold and copyhold Ickleton estates should then be sold by public 

auction in order to repay the mortgage debt.  This took place on 26 April 1849 at the Auction Mart 

in the City of London.  The property was bought by James Gosling for £2860 of which £1500 was 

for the freehold land and £1360 for the copyhold land.  There is a note in the margin that the 

conveyance was dated 8 March 1850. 

 

1851 

The census (D034) suggests that the occupiers were Isaac Marking (59), farmer, Mary Marking 

(54), John Marking (19) and a servant Ann Greenhill (19).   

 

1855 

The Ickleton Chronicle includes an article from the Cambridge Chronicle of 12 May to the effect 

that the previous Wednesday a fire broke out at the farm occupied by Mr Marking.  Through the 

efforts of the inhabitants and the village fire engine, the fire was prevented from spreading to Mr 

Jonas’ homestead in the west (later censuses suggest the Jonas family may have occupied Priory 

Farm), Mr Harvey’s (George Harvey or should this be Thomas Howey who had a farm adjacent to 

Ivy Farm?) to the east and a large range of thatched cottages (presumably the Town Housen) to 

the north though the whole of the farm buildings were affected and much destroyed.  It was 

discovered that a lad of 7 or 8 had lit a fire near a straw shed.  His father gave him a severe 

flogging. 

 



1861 

The census (D035) contains an entry for Isaac Marking (70), farmer of 100 acres employing 5 men, 

Mary Marking (66), John Marking (29) and a servant Jane Houghton (16).  Marking was presumably 

still Gosling’s tenant. 

 

1871 

It is not entirely clear from the census (D036) who the occupants were but possibly Robert 

Cottinham (54) farmer of 142 acres, employing 5 men and 3 boys, his children Edith (14), Robert 

(13), John (11), Lionel (7), Francis (1), Mary (5 months) and servants Sarah Lilley (19, cook) and 

Eliza Rider (19).  Note that by 1880 (see below) the house was divided into two dwellings. 

 

1880 

Sale Particulars and an accompanying plan (D993) detail property to be sold at auction on 24 July 

1880 under the will of the late James Gosling (buried 25 March 1880 in the Churchyard in Ickleton 

– D042).  It is clear from the plan that this included Harlequin House and land in Back Lane and 

Grange Road Ickleton (Lot 1) and a further parcel of land in The Rows, Ickleton (Lot 2), as well as 

other land in Ickleton and a residence and the steam flour mill and water mill in Great Chesterford 

– in total 124 acres.  Advertisements in the local newspapers (D999) state that James Gosling had 

occupied the residence and homestead in the centre of Ickleton.   

 

The census for 1851 (D034), 1861 (D035) and 1871 (D036) suggest that James Gosling possibly 

lived at Ickleton Farm (now Rectory Farm) or at Valance Farm.  In either case he would have been 

a tenant or sub-tenant – Ickleton Farm was owned at that time by the Dean and Canons of 

Windsor and let to W F Raymond and later Lt-Gen William Inglis and Valance was owned by Trinity 

College.  The 1871 census shows Gosling as a farmer of 370 acres employing 9 men and 5 boys.  An 

advertisement in the local press (D999) shows that the farm stock at Valance was sold on 21 

September 1872 when James Gosling left that farm.  He was 73 years of age in 1871 so perhaps he 

then retired and moved into the village.   

 

Hand written notes on the sale particulars for the later auction in 1889 show that Lots 1 and 2 

were sold to Colonel Hamond for £4500 in 1880.  His purchase is also noted in the conditions of 

sale.  The sale particulars of 1889 and 1893 also state that William Parker Hamond carefully 

investigated the title on purchase and that it should not be investigated again except at the 

expense of the purchaser.  Reference is made to an indenture of conveyance dated 1 October 

1880 between William Hamond on the one part and John Horner Brand Maris and William 

Thurgood on the other.  William Parker Hamond is shown on the Inclosure map (D045) as the 

owner of Abbey Farm.  He lived at Pampisford Hall.  

 

Lot 1 is described: 

House – 3 attics; 1
st

 floor 3 large and 1 smaller bedrooms, WC; Ground floor entrance hall, dining 

room, drawing room, kitchen, scullery, larder, brewhouse, cellars, offices. 

Another wing occupied as a separate dwelling house but could easily be incorporated in the main 

building – 4 bedrooms, 2 sitting rooms, kitchen, pantry, WC. 

Flower, kitchen garden and orchard.   

Stable, yard with double gates from street, 2 coach-houses, wood-house, tool-house, WC, shed, 

pump. 

Homestead – farm yard with large barn having double bay nag stable of 3 stalls and harness room, 

granary, cart stables, standing for 6 horses, 2 loose boxes, and mixing-house, cattle shed, cart 

sheds, chaff-house, sundry outbuildings. 

The 2 freehold fields behind Harlequin House known as Back Close and as Limburies – 11a 1r 39p.  

The document notes that these were 4 old inclosures, part of an ‘Ancient Lane’ (probably the lane 



shown on the Inclosure map between the recreation ground and the rear of properties along 

Frogge Street) and 4 other old inclosures, all allotted by the Inclosure Award. 

Also land off Grange Road known as the “Great Allotment” – 78a 32p (part freehold, part 

copyhold) and 2 cottages (now Crossways) occupied by James Reynolds and James Burton. 

Apart from the cottages, the property would be sold with vacant possession. 

 

Prior to the sale, James Gosling’s executors drew up an Abstract of Title for his freehold and 

copyhold property in Ickleton which were to be sold under his will (D 1015).  This established that 

the freehold messuage and tenement in West Street had been owned by Mary Westrope. 

 

1881 

The census (D037) and the 1889 sale particulars below suggest that the likely occupants were 

Walter Aldhouse, (40) farmer and veterinary surgeon employing 4 men and a boy.  Also in his 

household were his wife Mary Ann (44), and children Arthur (16, veterinary assistant), Fred (14), 

Louisa (10), Harry (6), Annie (4) and a servant Elizabeth Livermore (18). 

 

1884 

William Parker Hamond died. 

 

1889 

Sale Particulars and an accompanying plan (D524) show that property in Ickleton, Strethall and 

Pampisford was to be sold at auction on 15 June 1889 under the will of the late William Parker 

Hamond who also owned Abbey Farm.  Lot 1 consisted of the “Great Allotment” land and the 

Crossways cottages, Lot 2 was the Back Close land said to be known as Limburies and Lot 3 was 

Harlequin House.  The cottages were occupied by John and James Burton.   

Lots 1, 2 and 3 were in the occupation of the executors of Walter Aldhouse at an annual rental of 

£181.   

The description of the property was as before with the house still divided into a farmhouse and a 

separate dwelling house.  Handwritten notes on the sale particulars indicate that these 3 lots were 

auctioned together and withdrawn at £2300 against a reserve of £3300. 

 

1891 

The census (D660) gives the name as Ivy Farm and the occupiers as William (61) and Martha (60) 

Griggs and their niece and servant, Martha Cowling (22).  William’s occupation was farmer.  The 

1893 sale particulars (see below) indicate that Mr Griggs was a tenant.  As the house was still 

divided (see below), the census suggests that the other half could have been occupied by William 

Mumford, farmer (68), his wife Harriet (57), son William (23), daughter Ellen (20), son Richard (17), 

daughter Agnes (14) and grandson Gordon Dabbs (1). 

 

1893 

Sale particulars and an accompanying plan for the auction of Abbey Farm and “a small farm 

adjoining” on 28 June 1893 (D994) show that this small farm (Lot 2) was freehold and copyhold 

consisting of Harlequin House and various parcels of land – the Back Close fields, and the “Great 

Allotment” including the Crossways cottages.  All of Lot 2 was let to Mr Griggs at a rent of £140 per 

annum. 

 

The upset price was £2000 and the total area was 92a 0r 13p.  The house was still divided into 2 – 

a farmhouse and an adjoining dwelling house.  The farmhouse was built of red brick and slate and 

the rooms were as previously described.  The adjoining house was red brick and tile but 

apparently now only had 3 bedrooms.   

 



The homestead (much as before) consisted of a 6-stall stable, 2 loose boxes and hen house (brick, 

flint, slate), 5 bay open bullock lodge (timber and thatch), mixing house and 3 bay bullock lodge 

(timber and thatch), 5 bay cart shed (timber and thatch), large barn, 3 stall stable with granary 

over (brick, flint, slate), nag stable (brick, flint, slate), coal shed (timber and tile) and in the inner 

yard a 4 bay bullock lodge. 

 

The description of the houses as being red brick is confusing since they are now faced in flint and 

white/yellow Gault brick.  However, the chimney stacks are red brick.  The listing by the Royal 

Commission on Historical Monuments in 1949 (D076 and see below) indicates that it was faced 

with flint and white brick in the 19
th

 century.  Perhaps it was previously faced in red brick or 

maybe the reference to red brick is a mistake or just to the chimneys. 

 

The Victoria County History of Cambridgeshire states that this sale was by Lt-Col R T Hamond of 

Pampisford Hall, heir of William Parker Hamond. 

 

1894 

The Cambridge Chronicle reported on 5 October 1894 that Richard Poulter, aged 76, had died 

suddenly due to heart disease while holding a sack to be filled with corn in the barn of Mr 

Mumford.  (See page 92 of the Ickleton Chronicle.)  Information from the 1891 census above and 

the 1901 census below suggests that Mumford lived in part of Harlequin House.  

 

William Mumford died and was buried in the cemetery on 29 June 1894 (D265). 

 

1900 

Sale particulars for the adjacent farm to the east (D497 – later called Howeys) indicate that 

Harlequin House and its farm may have been owned by Mr J Welch and that Mr Welch also owned 

Abbey Farm at that time.  Howeys was let to George Jonas.  The Victoria County History also states 

that James Welch owned Abbey Farm by 1900 and, as noted above, Abbey Farm and the Harlequin 

House farm had been sold together in 1893. 

 

1901 

From the census (D661) it appears that the house was probably still divided with part occupied by 

Richard Mumford (71) and noted as living on his own means, his wife Elizabeth (64), his daughter 

Millicant James (36), grand-daughters Margaret (10) and Millicant (9) and a servant Elizabeth 

Waskett (26).  The immediately following entry in the census is for Harriet Mumford (widow of 

William), widow and farmer (65), her son William (33), daughter Ellen (30) and grandson Gordon 

Dabbs (11).  James Welch lived at Abbey Farm. 

 

1904 

A notice in the Cambridge Independent Press on 18 March 1904 concerning the death of Richard 

Mumford on 5 January 1904, gave his address as Ivy House (D999). 

 

1909 

James Welch died and was buried in the cemetery on 9 March 1909 (D265). 

 

1911 

The census (D699) does not show a house name.  It shows that the Mumford family occupied 6 

rooms (including kitchen but excluding scullery, lobby, larder, bathroom, offices) – Harriet (76), 

son William (43), daughter Nellie (40), daughter Agnes (34) and grandson Gordon Dabbs (21).  It 

also shows that Major Amherst B Whatman DSO (aged 43), retired major in the Somersetshire 

Regiment, his wife Myrtle (aged 29), their 1 year old son Amherst Barns and 3 female domestic 



servants occupied 13 rooms.  The numbers of rooms do not tie up exactly with the 1880 and 1893 

descriptions and it is not clear whether or not the attic rooms would have been counted for the 

census so it is difficult to be sure whether it was still one property or two. 

 

1920 and 1925 

The electoral registers for 1920 and 1925 (D1021 and D1022) do not show the house name but 

both lists include Harriet, William, Elizabeth and Agnes Mary Mumford.  The Whatmans are not on 

the list. 

 

1931 

Harriet Mumford died and was buried in the cemetery on 7 April (D265). 

 

1935 

The Register of Electors for 1935 (D1018) gives the occupant of Ivy House as Allan Ernest Treweek.  

He was a GP and became the senior partner of the Sawston practice.  He also held a branch 

surgery in Ickleton which was, according to an article in Icene, in the front room of a house in the 

village – possibly in Frogge Street or Church Street.   

 

1939 

From 15 to 17 March 1939 Mrs Carter Jonas advertised in the Cambridge Daily News for a cook-

general and a house-parlour maid giving her address as Ivy House (D999).  The 1939 Register 

shows that Harry Carter Jonas (1897-1973, buried in the Churchyard) and his wife Phyllis Jean (b 

1897) lived at Ivy House (D1023) together with Juliet Nicolls, Mrs Carter Jonas’ mother and a 

widow (b 1871).  Harry Carter Jonas was a Crown Receiver.  The records for 6 occupants are still 

closed as they could be alive.  Also shown are 2 servants, Florence Brunt and Emma?.  At least one 

of the closed records is for a servant. 

 

1949 

The listing of the house by the Royal Commission for Historical Monuments (D076) gives the 

property name as Ivy House.  The listing includes a plan of the ground floor of the house and a 

description.  The main range runs at right angles to the street with a double cross range parallel to 

the street.  By this time the house was one dwelling although it was noted that the front range 

parallel to the street was self contained servants quarters.  The original house was cased in brick 

and the interior of the main range gothicised in the first half of the 19
th

 century.  Soon after, a 

lean-to addition in flint and brick was made in the angle of the 2 ranges on the west side.  It was 

estimated that the oldest parts of the building dated from the 17
th

 century and the white brick 

casing dated from the 19
th

 century.  The dairy adjacent to the south end of the house was thought 

to date from the 18
th

 century. 

 

1964 

An entry in the London Gazette of 11 December 1964 from the Official Receiver gives Ivy House as 

the address of Cathleen Hackett, spinster. 

 

1971 

Harlequin House was owned and occupied by John Blofeld (D001). 

 

To date 

The house is owned and occupied by James and Ann Macdonald. 

  



Summary of Owners and Occupiers of Harlequin House 
 

Year Owner Occupier 

? William Swan? Robert Adams? 

1699? John Westrope Snr ? 

1717 Thomas Westrope Thomas Hanchett 

1746 Mary Westrope ? 

1766 John Pytches (father) Samuel Hanchett (1) 

1789 Ditto Mr Hanchett 

1803 Mary Pytches (life interest) ? 

1810 Ditto Samuel Hanchett (2) or undertenants 

1827 John Pytches (son) Ditto 

1829 John Pytches (k/a Revett) Ditto 

1830 Court case involving Executors of 

John Revett and Executors of 

George Elwes 

Ditto 

1835 ? 

1841 Isaac Marking 

1849 James Gosling Ditto 

1871 Ditto Robert Cottenham? 

1872 Ditto James Gosling? 

1880 Col. William Parker Hamond ?  

1881 Ditto Walter Aldhouse  

1884 Executors of WP Hamond Ditto  

1889 Ditto Walter Aldhouse  

1891 Ditto William Griggs William Mumford 

1893 James Welch William Griggs Ditto 

1894 Ditto? ? Harriet Mumford 

(widow of William) 

1901 Ditto? Richard Mumford Harriet Mumford 

1904 Ditto? ? Ditto 

1909 ? ? Ditto 

1911 ? Major Whatman Ditto 

1920 ? ? Ditto 

1925 ? ? Ditto 

1931 ? ? ? 

1935 ? Dr Allan Treweek 

1939 ? Harry Carter Jonas 

1964 ? Cathleen Hackett 

1971 John Blofeld? John Blofeld 

? James and Ann Macdonald James and Ann Macdonald 
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